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KandaandGnanaK a 1I ^ Pa ^ ed by Slva are to be divided into Karma 
rituals and is not of nda - Karma Kanda deals mainly with ceremonial 
Gnana Kanda mU f b lm P°rtance to the student of philosophy, 

the UnamTadno^ ^ , tke U P^hads and the Vedanta. While 

of particular objSte such if 11“ Kanda tbe deification 

Vedanta nortmrA <<. SUch a the sun and moon as Brahman, the 
and explains tlie 1 , lva 2 ama ; de£ds with Siva as the only Brahman, 
mere nartial r, P r 1 lcu . ar objects mentioned in the Upanishads as 

jsrrjssaKs ti™- ^ “ 

number tion,( ) the Sivagamas are twenty -eight m 

Tradition has it that Nandhi learned these twentv ei<rht Siva 

K?£°“ 8 ,f with 0, rt ms™g 

and ashed Slva S amas > N “dhi worshipped Srikanta 

and asked which was the true one. Srikanta pronounced that the 

Rourava Ag ama Sutras were the true ones and imparted their lore 
to Nandhi Prom the time of Nandhi there has been a regular succes- 
sion of master and pupil, the former imparting and the latter learning 
and imparting in turn, until the reader is carried swiftly on to the 
band of Sishyas within the impregnable walls of the Thiruvaduthurai 
Mutt : thus Sanatkumara, Sri Meikanda Deva, Arulnandhi Siva- 
charya, Maraignanasambanda Sivacharya, Umapathi Sivacharya, 
Arulnamasivaya Desigar, Namasivayamurthi, and the Gurumoorthis 
one after another of the Thiruvaduthurai Mutt( 2 ). 

The philosophy of Saiva Siddhanta is to be found first in Sivag- 
nana Botham by Sri Meikanda Deva. The principles contained 
therein are further amplified and illustrated in the thirteen other 
Siddhanta Sastras. They are Arulnandhi Sivacharya’s “ Sivagnana 
Siddhiar ” and “ Irupa Irupakthu ” ; Manavasagam Kadanthar’s 
“ Unmaivilakkam ” ; Uyyavanda Devar’s “ Thiruvundiar ” and 
“Thirukalitrupadiar ” ; Umapathi Sivacharya’s “ Sivaprakasam,” 
Unmainerivilakkam,” “ Kodikkavi,” “ Viva Venba,” “ Nenjuvidu- 
thuthu,” “ Sankarappanirakaranam,” “ Potripahrodai,” and “ Thi- 
ruvarutpayan.” Sivagnana Swamigal’s commentary and Bhashya are 
invaluable. None of these thirteen sastras is translated into English 
and are all written in high-class Tamil. 

The question whether Sivanana Botham is Aryan or Dravidian 
in origin is very difficult to decide. Certain orthodox writers of 
the Saiva Sect, such as Prof. T. SundaramPillai, Pandit D. Savarirayan, 
T. Ponnambalam Pillai, and Virudhai Sivagnana Yogigal, hold that 
the Tamil Sivagnana Botham is earlier in origin than the Sanskrit 
Sivagnana Botham, that t he latter is derived from the former, and 

_ m This is very wise. Yoga practices given in Sivagamas and all known tantrio 

the worst case — consumption. Ed |' j Gita jy 1-3, The Mundaka Upamshad, 

C) This is reminiscent of the ' * h ^kno™ idi of the old world that Wisdom 
I, 4-5, and other Sanskrit texts. It s .j h became teacher in his 

was handed down the generations by teacher to pupu, wn 

turn to other pupils.— E ds. 
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